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minor. And how much more I know about
Georges Paris in London or Charlie Watson in
Watendlath than I have space to tell!

Every scene and character has been deliber-
ately chosen by me because of the book's con-
tinuous theme. At the awful word * Theme/
however, I feel that I am growing altogether too
serious and solemn.

My intention is simply to record scenes from
the life of an English family during two hundred
years of English change and fortune, and beyond
that to pay a tribute to a part of England that I
dearly love,

Judith Paris may be read as a quite indepen-
dent novel, but the four books are seen together
in my mind as a piece of gaily-tinted tapestry
worked in English colours.

Affectionately yours,

HUGH WALPOLE